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from the agency as confirmation of re-
ceipt. If the sender does not receive an 
automated acknowledgment of the re-
ceipt of the comments, it is the send-
er’s responsibility to ensure timely re-
ceipt by other means. 

(b) Consideration of comments. (1) The 
responsible official shall consider all 
written comments submitted in com-
pliance with paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. 

(2) All written comments received by 
the responsible official shall be placed 
in the project file and shall become a 
matter of public record. 

§ 218.26 Objection time periods. 
(a) Time to file an objection. Written 

objections, including any attachments, 
must be filed with the reviewing officer 
within 45 days following the publica-
tion date of the legal notice of the EA 
or final EIS in the newspaper of record 
or the publication date of the notice in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER when the Chief 
is the responsible official (see 
§ 218.7(c)). It is the responsibility of ob-
jectors to ensure that their objection is 
received in a timely manner. 

(b) Time for responding to an objection. 
The reviewing officer must issue a 
written response to the objector(s) con-
cerning their objection(s) within 45 
days following the end of the objection 
filing period. The reviewing officer has 
the discretion to extend the time for up 
to 30 days when he or she determines 
that additional time is necessary to 
provide adequate response to objec-
tions or to participate in resolution 
discussions with the objector(s). 

Subpart C—Provisions Specific to 
Proposed Projects Authorized 
Under the Healthy Forests Res-
toration Act 

§ 218.30 Applicability and scope. 
This subpart includes provisions that 

are specific to proposed hazardous fuel 
reduction projects documented with a 
Record of Decision or Decision Notice, 
and authorized under the Healthy For-
ests Restoration Act (HFRA). The sec-
tions of this subpart must be consid-
ered in combination with the general 
provisions of subpart A of this part for 
the full complement of regulatory di-

rection pertaining to predecisional ad-
ministrative review of the applicable 
projects and activities. 

§ 218.31 Authorized hazardous fuel re-
duction projects subject to objec-
tion. 

(a) Only authorized hazardous fuel re-
duction projects as defined by the 
HFRA, section 101(2), occurring on Na-
tional Forest System land that have 
been analyzed in an EA or EIS are sub-
ject to this subpart. Authorized haz-
ardous fuel reduction projects proc-
essed under the provisions of the HFRA 
are not subject to the requirements in 
subpart B of this part. 

(b) When authorized hazardous fuel 
reduction projects are approved con-
temporaneously with a plan amend-
ment that applies only to that project, 
the objection process of this subpart 
applies to both the plan amendment 
and the project. 

§ 218.32 Objection time periods. 
(a) Time to file an objection. Written 

objections, including any attachments, 
must be filed with the reviewing officer 
within 30 days following the publica-
tion date of the legal notice of the EA 
or final EIS in the newspaper of record 
or the publication date of the notice in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER when the Chief 
is the responsible official (see 
§ 218.6(c)). It is the responsibility of ob-
jectors to ensure that their objection is 
received in a timely manner. 

(b) Time for responding to an objection. 
The reviewing officer must issue a 
written response to the objector(s) con-
cerning their objection(s) within 30 
days following the end of the objection 
filing period. 

PART 219—PLANNING 

Subpart A—National Forest System Land 
Management Planning 

Sec. 
219.1 Purpose and applicability. 
219.2 Levels of planning and responsible of-

ficials. 
219.3 Role of science in planning. 
219.4 Requirements for public participation. 
219.5 Planning framework. 
219.6 Assessment. 
219.7 New plan development or plan revi-

sion. 
219.8 Sustainability. 
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